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REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this Application, in light of the following discussion and in 
view of the present Amendment, is respectively requested. 

Claims 1-1 1 are pending in the present Application. Claims 1-10 are amended and new 
claim 1 1 is added by the present amendment. 

I. Amendment to the Title 

Item 2 at page 2 of the outstanding Office Action objected to the title as not being 
descriptive. A new Title is added in light of the comments noted in the outstanding Office Action. 
Accordingly, it is respectively requested this objection be withdrawn. 

II. Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-10 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 
5,873,080 to Coden et al. (herein "Coden"). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Amended independent claim 1 recites an information storage unit which stores "personal 
information with respect to each of a plurality of users and a plurality of pieces of search target 
information." When a user specifies a search condition, a searching unit "stores information 
indicating that the pieces of search target information are searched by the user into the 
information of storage unit." When a piece of search target information is specified, an 
outputting unit outputs "the personal information on each user by whom the piece of search 
target information is searched based on the pieces of information stored in the information 
storage unit," support for which is found in the originally filed application at least in FIGS. 18 and 
19 and at page 55, line 17 to line page 56, line 3. Independent claims 2, 3 and 6-10 are 
amended to recite similar features. 

As an advantage, in a non-limiting example, when a real estate agent searches 
properties, a relevant customer list including data about members who are interested in the 
information of a searched-for property is displayed. The real estate agent can then use the 
customer list to contact customers (see the specification at page 55, line 7-21 ). 
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In contrast, Coden only discusses searching using a query composed of subqueries, in 
which query object operators are applied to interim results. The interim results are then 
combined in a global result object which is processed according to a user's specifications 
conforming to the users specified requirements (see the abstract of Coden). However, Coden 
does not discuss or suggest at least "an outputting unit which outputs, when a piece of search 
target information is specified, the personal information on each user by whom the piece of 
search target is searched based on pieces of information stored in the informational storage 
unit," as in amended independent claims 1-3 and 6-10. 

Accordingly, it is respectively submitted independent claims 1-3 and 6-10 and each of the 
claims depending there from patentably distinguish over Coden. 

III. Amendments to the Specification and Drawings 

In addition, the specification and FIGS. 2, 4-6, 8, 9, 15, 19 and 21 are amended only to 
correct minor informalities. It is believed no new matter is added. 

IV. New Claim 

In addition, new claim 1 1 is added to set forth the invention in a varying scope. New 
claim 1 1 is believed to be allowable at least for similar reasons as claim 1 , and it is believed no 
new matter is added. 
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V. Conclusion 

Consequently, in light of the above discussion and in view of the present Amendment, 
this application is believed to be in condition for Allowance and an early and favorably action to 
that affect is respectively requested. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 1 9-3935. 



Respectfully submitted, 



STAAS & HALSEY LLP 



Date: May 27. 2004 




1201 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)434-1500 
Facsimile: (202)434-1501 
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